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Worksheet: What Makes a Successful Entrepreneur?


Do you often wonder what it takes to be a successful entrepreneur? Let’s take a look at some biographies of people who are worth millions because they put their ideas to work! 


Assignment: Choose a name from the following list. Then answer the following questions. You can use additional websites to gather the information.


Sam Walton, Founder and CEO Walmart  


� HYPERLINK "http://corporate.walmart.com/our-story/heritage/sam-walton" ��http://corporate.walmart.com/our-story/heritage/sam-walton�


Bill Gates, Microsoft Chairman and Chief Software Architect 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.microsoft.com/billgates/bio.asp" ��http://www.microsoft.com/billgates/bio.asp�


Michael Dell, Chairman of the Board and CEO Dell Computers


� HYPERLINK "http://www.achievement.org/autodoc/page/del0bio-1" ��http://www.achievement.org/autodoc/page/del0bio-1�


Jeff Bezos, Founder and CEO Amazon


� HYPERLINK "http://www.achievement.org/autodoc/page/bez0bio-1" ��http://www.achievement.org/autodoc/page/bez0bio-1�


Steve Jobs, Founder and former CEO of Apple


� HYPERLINK "http://allaboutstevejobs.com/bio/bio.php" ��http://allaboutstevejobs.com/bio/bio.php�


S. Truett Cathy, Founder and CEO of Chik-fil-A


� HYPERLINK "http://www.chick-fil-a.com/Company/Bio-Page/Truett" ��http://www.chick-fil-a.com/Company/Bio-Page/Truett�


Ted Turner, Founder and former CEO of CNN


� HYPERLINK "http://www.achievement.org/autodoc/page/tur0bio-1" ��http://www.achievement.org/autodoc/page/tur0bio-1�


Oprah Winfrey, Founder and CEO of Harpo Studios


� HYPERLINK "http://www.oprah.com/pressroom/Oprah-Winfreys-Official-Biography" ��http://www.oprah.com/pressroom/Oprah-Winfreys-Official-Biography�


Russell Simmons, Co-founder of Def Jam Records


� HYPERLINK "http://www.biography.com/people/russell-simmons-307186" ��http://www.biography.com/people/russell-simmons-307186�


Arianna Huffington, Founder and former CEO of The Huffington Post


� HYPERLINK "http://www.biography.com/people/arianna-huffington-21216537?page=1" ��http://www.biography.com/people/arianna-huffington-21216537?page=1�


Howard Schultz, CEO and chairman of Starbucks


� HYPERLINK "http://www.biography.com/people/howard-schultz-21166227" ��http://www.biography.com/people/howard-schultz-21166227�


Phil Knight, Co-Founder of Nike


� HYPERLINK "http://www.entrepreneur.com/article/197534" ��http://www.entrepreneur.com/article/197534�


Arthur Blank, Co-Founder Home Depot


� HYPERLINK "http://companyfounder.blogspot.com/2010/11/arthur-blank-bio-founder-of-home-depot.html" ��http://companyfounder.blogspot.com/2010/11/arthur-blank-bio-founder-of-home-depot.html�


J.K. Rowling, successful author


� HYPERLINK "http://www.biography.com/people/jk-rowling-40998" ��http://www.biography.com/people/jk-rowling-40998�





Questions: What Makes a Successful Entrepreneur?





What is the name of the entrepreneur you read about? ____________________________________________


Name company(s) he/she started?	


	


Name products or services the business sell/produce?	


	


How and when did the entrepreneur start their first business?	


	


Describe an influential early life experience or when they realized that they wanted to start a business?	


	


Where did the idea come from or what was an early job he/she had?	


	


What risks or challenges have they faced?	


	


	


How did they overcome risks and challenges?____________________________________________________


	


	


What aspects of their business make it so successful? Why?	


	


	


What personal traits made them successful? Why?	


	


	


�








Name:__________________________________________________________                             Date:_______________










